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Description automatically generated]ASMCF exist to promote, support and share new research into contemporary France with an expert focus on post 1789 politics, history, cinema and culture through providing journals, hosting events, and by offering financial support to our members. If you’re new here, thank you for joining us, and if you are an old friend, welcome back. “A scientist in his laboratory is not a mere technician: he is also a child confronting natural phenomena that impress him as though they were fairy tales”
· Marie Curie 
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Happy New Year!
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Description automatically generated]The power of a great introduction is to capture an audience’s attention. The first chapter in a new decade, 2020 surely will be bookmarked as a generation-defining moment. Whilst natural disasters and health crises have often been confined to the footnotes of European history books, Covid-19 will surely be a pandemic ‘remembered’ in  global collective memory. Last year was like reading a science fiction novel with too many plot twists; a series of sporadic stop-starts, prolonged suspense, and a plethora of end-of-the-world scenarios, each too far outside of our sphere of experience to make sense to us, all of which unsettled both our personal and professional lives in an unprecedented manner.  In a time when the ordinary became extraordinary for so many reasons adverse to one’s best interests, as our life-long academic pursuits came to an abrupt halt, we hope the new year brings a fresh start, a new beginning, and a re-ignition of an old sense of tender curiosity and wonder for French and Francophone Studies within each of you. Above all else, we wish all our members a healthy and happy 2021. 








								               New Forest, Hampshire, UK.

Exciting new projects for 2021
We are delighted to announce details about this year’s lectures, conferences,  and launch our ASMCF Mentorship Scheme! 
· The ASMCF Annual Conference 2021 is being organised by the University of Chester on 2nd – 4th September 2021, taking the theme of: “Islands and Archipelagos”. The Call for Papers is available on the ASMCF website https://asmcf.org/news/asmcf-annual-conference-2021-call-for-papers/  (deadline is the 15th February 2021) 
· The ASMCF Online Postgraduate Conference 2021 is being co-organised with SSFH, and will be hosted by the University of Cardiff  on 6th March 2021. The Call for Papers is available on the ASMCF website. The theme this year is (Im)mobilisation,  and the keynote speaker will be Dr Alex Corcos, University of Warwick. (Keep an eye on our Twitter page @asmcf for updates!) 
· Take part in our new ASMCF Mentorship Scheme! More details can be found at the end of this newsletter and on the ASMCF website.Best wishes, 
The ASMCF Executive Committee

Twitter: @asmcf, Website: https://asmcf.org/, Newsletter Editor: megan.ison@port.ac.uk (ASMCF Membership Secretary) 


ASMCF Highlights of 2020
Whilst a number of events supported by ASMCF were either cancelled or moved online in 2020, the following highly successful events took place over the course of the last year: 
Events
· The Douglas Johnson Memorial Lecture- “Dining Out with the Free French in Wartime London”- took place on the 13th January 2020 at the Institut Français sponsored jointly by the ASMCF and the Society for the Study of French History (SSFH), and was  delivered by Professor Debra Kelly (University of Westminster).
· The Postgraduate Study Day, organised jointly with SSFH, was held at Queens University Belfast on Saturday 7th March on the theme of “Breaking Silences” with keynote speaker Dr Hannah Grayson (University of Stirling). 
· The Association’s first fully online Conference was organised by the University of Leeds in September 2020, taking the theme of ‘Exile, home and belonging’. It was a huge success and we are grateful to colleagues at Leeds for adapting so well to the unprecedented circumstances.
Initiatives
· Clare Siviter (University of Bristol), Theatre on the Move in Times of Conflict, 1750-1850, Magdalen College, University of Oxford, 18th-19th September 2019. 
· Kari Mereau (Trinity College Dublin), The Freak and its Discontents: A Conference in Interdisciplinary Studies, 29th-30th October 2019.
· Fransiska Louwgie (University of Leicester) one-day international symposium on the legacy of traditional Franco-Belgian bande dessinée, 13th March 2020.
The Schools’ Liaison and Outreach Activities Fund sponsored the following event in the year September 2019-September 2020:
· Brian Sudlow (Aston) Online CLIL Summer School, 13th – 17th July 2020.
Prizes
· In 2019, the Postgraduate Essay Prize was awarded to Fraser McQueen from the University of Stirling.
· In 2020, the Peter Morris Memorial Prize was awarded to Sky Herington from the University of Warwick.
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In January: 




































In February: 
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Join our community! 
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We cannot WAIT to read your abstracts!
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Take part in our exciting new project! 

Please visit the ASMCF website for all the details: https://asmcf.org


image5.png
ASMCF-SSFH
Postgraduate Study Day 2021

- =
asmcf// ssth
e 6 march 2021

(im)mobilisations

Call for papers - (im)mobilisations

A virtual study day to be held on 6 March 2021
Keynote: To Be Confirmed

« L'histoire sociale enseigne qu'il n'y a pas de politique sociale sans un mouvement social capable de
l'imposer... En conséquence, la question...est de savoir comment mobiliser les forces capables de parvenir a
cette fin et a quelles instances demander ce travail de mobilisation. »

Pierre Bourdieu, Contre-feux 2 (2001)

In the past twelve months, we have seen people across the globe seek to mobilise around many
different issues, whilst simultaneously being immobilised. This tension, between the desire for
mobility and mobilisation, and the limitation or prevention of such movement(s), has been
endemic across history.

This Study Day will digitally unite postgraduates to examine how and why people mobilise, (or are
prevented from doing so) or are moved, focusing on the period 1789 to the present. We invite
proposals for 20-minute papers in English or French from across French and Francophone
history and society, literature, politics, linguistics, film and visual cultures, philosophy, critical
theory, and other disciplines, as well as interdisciplinary approaches. We particularly welcome
contributions from postgraduates overseas and those from under-represented groups.
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Suggested topics include, but are not limited to contemporary or historical studies on:

e Museums and archives e Race and racism
e Memory/le devoir de mémoire e Grassroot activism/Elite policy
e Disability, pain and illness e Imagined communities
e Exile(s), migration and refugees e Class and capital; social mobility
e Institutions, spaces and places o Environmental issues
e Buildings, objects and sites e National Politics, International
e Gender and Sexuality Influences and Transnationalism
e Footnotes to history e Borders and Blockades
e Power and revolution e (Digital) Activism and Slacktivism
®  Warfare and soldiers e Performative power and symbolic
e Resistance violence
e Emotions and their manipulation e Civic freedoms and pandemics
e La Francophonie/beyond the e Occupation

Hexagone e Incarceration and Prisons
e (Post)colonialism and (de)colonialism e Flanerie

e Press, propaganda or political images

Abstracts of no more than 250 words, in either English or in French, should be sent to

asmcf.ssfh.studyday@gmail.com. Submissions should be received by 9:00 AM (GMT) on Monday
25 January 2021.

Call for Flash Presentations

Share your voice! We welcome proposals from MA and early PhD students to explain their own
research in three minutes, limited to one PowerPoint slide OR one creative method of their
choice. Presentations on any topic connected to French and Francophone studies and histories are
welcome.

Please email asmcf.ssfh.studyday@gmail.com to express your interest.

The Study Day will include professional development panels and an opportunity to engage with senior
academics from other institutions. It is generously funded by the Association for the Study of Modern and
Contemporary France (ASMCF) and the Society for the Study of French History (SSFH). Attendance is
free but all attendees are kindly requested to become members of one of the two societies on or before the
day via the societies’ websites. We will endeavour to ensure that the virtual conference is fully accessible,
and we are very happy to discuss particular needs that participants might have and how we can best
accommodate these.

Organising Committee: Daniel Baker (Cardiff, SSFH), Pallavi Joshi (Warwick, ASMCF) and Helen
McKelvey (QUB, ASMCF)

asmcf.org @asmcf frenchhistorysociety.co.uk @FrenchHistoryUK
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